Osteochondral allografts for limb salvage.
Use of osteochondral allografts has increased over the past 10 years in combination with improved procedures for bone procurement and storage, the development of protocols for tumor staging and diagnosis, successful adjuvant therapies that prolong survival, and greater emphasis on improved quality of life for persons with aggressive neoplasms of bone. The success rate after allograft implantation is high; there is also a high rate of complications. Comprehensive, effective nursing care is among the essential requisites for a successful, uncomplicated outcome.